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Getting the Controlling Idea 

A. Structure of a Paragraph 
  
 Topic Sentence  
 Supporting Sentences  
 Concluding Sentence. 
  
E.g. Topic:    Smoking cigarettes 
  
 Possible choices: Ways to stop. 
    Dangers  
    Diseases caused by 
    Disadvantages 
    Reasons for, etc.  
    
 Narrowed  topic: Disadvantages of   
    smoking cigarettes.  
 Topic sentence:  
  
 Smoking cigarettes certainly brings us many 
 dangers and troubles; the three following are 
 probably the most considerable. 
  
 Smoking cigarettes can cause stained teeth 
 and fingers, bad breath and the terrible  
 tobacco order in  clothing.  
  
 Supporting Sentences: 
  
 1-Firstly, it is very common to see stained  
 teeth and fingers among smokers. 
  
 2-Secondly, all smokers always cause  
 annoyance to the people they are talking to  
 because of their bad breath. 
  
 3-Finally, smoking also causes the terrible  
 tobacco order in smokerôs clothing.  
  
 Concluding Sentence: 
  
 Obviously, smoking is really a dirty habit. 
  
  

  

A.1- The controlling idea 

  

The following phrases, or ones similar to these, can be 

use din your topic sentence to express your controlling 

ideas. 

 the causes of ( the effects of ) 

 the steps for ( the procedures for) 

 the advantages of ( the disadvantages of) 

 the ways to ( the methods of ) 

 the different sections ( parts, kinds, types) of  

 the characteristics( traits, qualities ) of  

 the problems of  

 the precautions for  

 the changes to  

 the reasons for 

  

E. g: Given topic:  OWNING A CAR  

Writing the topic sentence  :     

  Topic   +  Controlling idea 

  owning a car   +  reasons for 

  reasons for owning a car 

 People give many reasons for owning a car. 

Narrowing process: 

 Newly rich people in Vietnam today may give 

 many reasons for owning a car. 

  (Source: J. Gear. 1994. Cambridge Preparation for the TOEFL  

Tests. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.) 

 A.2- A Sample paragraph. 

  A Day -Care Centre  

There are several ways that the community would 

benefit from the establishment of a day -care centre . 

First, it would give non -English speakers a chance to go to school 

to learn English, and they would become more integrated into 

the life of the community. Beside improving community relations, 

a day -care centre would help non -English ¶speaking 

parents rais e their standard of living because, if they learn 

English, they could get better jobs. Also, the parents 

would be able to help their children with their schoolwork 

and communicate with their teachers. Moreover, a day 

care -centre would give non -English-spea king children 

and English -speaking children a chance to get to know 

each other. Finally, all parents (not just non -English 

speakers) would have a place to leave their children 

while they work.  
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A.3- Your own writing practice. 

 Now practice with the following suggested data.  

  

1. Topic: Regular exercise. 

    Given data: 1-strengthen the heart muscles. 

  2-improves blood circulation. 

  3-increases the intake of oxygen. 

  

2.  Topic: Finding a job. 

     Given data: 1-go to an employment agency. 

  2-read the classified newspaper  

  advertisements   

  3-ask friends and relatives for leads. 

  4-send resumes to possible employers. 

  

3. Topic: Using credit cards. 

   Given data: 1-useful for unexpected purchases 

 2-helpful in an emergency. 

  3-safer than cash. 

  

4.Topic: The major causes of teenage crime.      

  Given data: 1-poverty. 

  2-boredom.  

  3-lack of supervision. 

  

5.Topic: Traffic accidents. 

  Given data: 1-deterioration of roads. 

  2-bad condition of vehicles. 

  3-lack of traffic law observation. 

  

6. Topic: How to prepare for a job interview.     

   Given topic: 1-prepare your credentials. 

  2-gather information about the  

  company.    

  3-dress appropriately.  

  

7.Topic: The Perfect Teacher. 

  Given data: 1-explain the subject matter clearly. 

  2-has a good sense of humor. 

  3-understands students¬ problems. 

  

  

8.Topic: Sports superstars are worth the  

  enormous salaries they receive  

   Given data: 1-they train for many years. 

  2-they increase attendance at sporting  

  events. 

  3-their careers are relatively short. 

  

A sample!  

  

Topic:   Understanding of your job to be 

  a good employee.  

  

Given data:  

 1-understand your responsibilities.  

 2-understand the rules you must follow.  

 3-understand the decisions you can  make.  

  

Sample paragraph:  

  

 If you want to be a good employee, one 

characteristic that you must have is a clear 

understanding  of the job yo u have; which actually 

means understanding of the three mentioned below. 

First of all, you must know what your responsibilities are 

in the position you hold.  For example, you must know 

exactly what tasks you must do in your job. You must 

also know exactly how these tasks should be done 

and when they should be done. After this, you must 

understand the organizational rules that you must 

follow in your position.  Every organization has rules to 

follow, such as when to take breaks or what to do 

when you are sick , and it is important for you to 

understand these clearly. In addition to understanding 

your duties and the rules you must observe in your job, 

you must also have a clear understanding of which 

decisions you can and cannot make.  Some types of 

decisions may  be yours to make, while others may be 

up to your supervisor. In summary, for you to be a 

good employee, it is important to understand all of 

these aspects of your job.  
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A. Read the following paragraphs carefully, find the topic of each and write a topic sentence for each then. 

1. 

£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

££££££££££££££££££££££ 

First, your body will look better. Exercise is perfect for staying trim and healthy-looking, and it¬s more fun than 

dieting. Second, you will actually have more energy. A person who exercises will have fewer problems walking up 

stairs or climbing hills. In addition, your heart will be healthier. A good, strong heart is necessary for a long healthy 

life. Finally, exercise reduces stress and keeps your mind in shape. So, if you want to improve your overall health, 

exercise is an excellent method. 

 

2£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

££££££££££££££££££££££ 

Young people tend to buy them because they want to look ­ cool® to their friends. It¬s much easier to get a date if 

you drive a Corvette Stingray than if you borrow your father¬s station wagon. Wealthy people, however, enjoy 

sports cars because they want to show others that they have ­status® in their community. I¬ve seen a doctor or a 

lawyer driving around in an old Volkswagen. Finally, sports cars appeal too adventurers. These are people who  

like to take risk on the road. Whatever the reasons, I think sports cars are here to stay! 

 

3£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

£££££££££££££££££££££££ 

Your tree will provide a home and food for other creatures. Birds build nests in the  

branches. The flowers will provide honey for insects and the fruits or nuts may feed squirrels or other small 

animals. Your tree will hold the soil in place. This will help stop erosion. In addition, your tree will provide 

welcome relief on hot days. You can watch your tree grow and someday show  your children or even grandchildren 

the tree you planed. 

 

4£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

£££££££££££££££££££££ 

First, the fast food restaurant is good for people who must have a quick bite because of a busy schedule. 

Second, the food is inexpensive yet tasty. A person can eat an enjoyable meal out and stay within a 

limited budget. Finally, the food is usually consistent. For example, a cheeseburger from a purchased. 

Consequently, buyers know exactly what they are getting. 

 

5£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

£££££££££££££££££££££ 

The white pages of an American telephone book give the numbers of residences. The blue pages contain the 

numbers of government offices, and the yellow pages have advertisements and business numbers. There are maps 

as well as indexes at the back of the book. The telephone books of large cities may provide separate books for 

different sections of the city, while those of small towns may have room to include the numbers from several towns 

all in one books. 
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6£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

££££££££££££££££££££ 

 You might list feelings, ideas, facts, examples, personal experiences, problems-anything that comes to mind. There 

is no need to write in sentences; just jot down words and phrases. Don¬t try to organize your thought; just list them 

as they occur to you. If you give yourself a time limit, you¬ll find that ideas come faster that way. You can also 

brainstorm with classmates or friends. You¬ll discover that their ideas help to trigger more of yours. When you¬ve 

finished brainstorming, reread your list and mark promising ideas.  (by Linda Coleman) 

 

7 

£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

££££££££££££££££££££ 

£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££

££££££££££££££££££££ 

Actually, the Internet has brought us a lot of benefits so far. Comprising an enormous library, it¬s always ready to 

provide us with all sources of information of different fields: education, economy, science and technology. For 

instance, the World Wide Web, a huge collection of Internet addresses, can give us access for the information we 

want in a surprising short time. No longer do we have to spend hours looking for the right books we need in piled-

up shelves. Just by a mouse-click to connect to the net, we can now go through a webs of pages to locate the 

information we are searching. Furthermore, with emails, the Internet enables us  to establish contact with millions 

of people around the world. Far more different from nail mail (letters), emails are much faster and cheaper. In fact, 

messages sent by emails can be transferred to recipients within a few  minutes. There are certainly far more 

appliances of the Internet that we haven¬t mentioned here. In short, thanks to the existence of the Internet, our life 

is indeed much more convenient. 
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INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENT 

 

ü Write a paragraph about what you do in the morning. 

ü Think of a holiday or ritual in your country that occurs every year. Write down the sequence of events for one 

small part of the holiday. Then think of a controlling idea. Be sure to limit yourself to only one aspect of the 

holiday. Then choose your support and write a paragraph. 

ü Think of a frightening or amusing experience you have had. Try to choose a relatively minor event so that you 

can adequately describe it in one paragraph.  

ü Write a paragraph that describes an incident in your life when you learned a lesson. 

ü Think of a room in the dormitory or in your apartment or house. Write down the objects in the room. Then think 

about how you could describe them. Now write a paragraph. 

ü Write a paragraph describing your favourite place, either indoors or outdoors. Since you are writing just one 

paragraph, be sure to narrow down the area you are going to write about. For example, if this place is a park, 

choose just one small area of the park. 

ü The devastation from such natural disasters as floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, hail storms, or droughts is 

awesome. Write a paragraph giving examples of the devastation caused by a natural disaster. 

ü Does a generation gap exist between a young person you know and his or her parents? Write a paragraph giving 

examples showing that the generation gap exists. 

******************************************************************************** 
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Purposes Transitional word/ phrase 

To add an idea first, second, third, also, then, next, in addition, moreover, furthermore, beside, 

additionally. 

To compare one idea to 

another 

also, too, in the same way, similarly, likewise, in like manner, both£and, not 

only£but also, either£or 

To contrast one idea with 

another 

however, nevertheless, yet, on the one hand, on the other hand, in contrast, to the 

contrary, contrarily, unlike, conversely, on the contrary. 

To give an example for example, for instance, as an illustration, to illustrate, as a case in point, in 

particular, in general. 

To emphasize an idea above all, especially, in fact, surely, most importantly, equally important 

To concede a point granted, certainly, of course, no doubt, surely, naturally, although this may be 

true. 

To qualify a point perhaps, probably, for the most part 

To indicate an effect therefore, as a result, thus, indeed, consequently, accordingly, hence, as a 

consequence, for this reason, because of this. 

To place in time before, meanwhile, afterwards, at the same time, to begin with, subsequently, 

previously, at last, at present, briefly, currently, eventually, finally, gradually, 

immediately, in the future, then, now, later, suddenly, earlier, formerly, shortly, at 

that time, in the meantime, in the past, until now. 

To indicate spatial  

relationship 

here, above, beside, below, beyond, further, there, inside, outside, nearby, next 

to, on the far side, to the east (north, south, or west), behind, adjacent to, in the 

background, opposite to, to the right, to the left. 

To summarize overall, all in all, finally, in brief, in other words, lastly, on the whole, to sum up, 

in sum, in conclusion, to conclude, consequently, eventually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.4. Devices for coherence. 

Practice: 

Use transitional devices and your own supporting sentences to create a paragraph from the given data below: 

   Topic:  Applying to an American University. 

  Topic sentence: 

  Although the processes for applying to an American university is not complicated, it is important to  

follow each step. 

  Supporting ideas: 

  1-Choose several schools you want to attend   

  2-Write to these schools for information, ask catalogues, applications. Visit web sites.  

Narrow your list to five schools  

  3-If they require you take a standard test such as the SAT or ACT, sure to do so early. 

  4-Ask school officials or teachers to write letters of recommendation   

  5-Application fee, sent in the form of check or money order.   

  6-Last piece of advice: start early because thousands of high school students  apply at the same time. 
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Effects of Overpopulation in Mexico  
By Luisa Moad  

ITESM, Campus Queretaro 

 It's a fact that day by day population in Mexico is 
increasing, and this causes many social, economic, and 
pollution problems.  The main purpose of this essay is to 
discuss the three main effects of overpopulation in  
Mexico.  
 The first major effect of overpopulation in Mexico 
is unemployment.  First of all, there aren't enough 
sources of jobs in Mexico, so only the most prepared 
people get a job.  This is a great social and economic 
problem because people who don't work get frustrated 
and can't support their families.  
 The second effect of overpopulation in Mexico is 
the low quality of public services.  Natural resources, like 
water or food, aren't enough for so many people, so 
there is a lot of thirst and hunger in the country.  Also, 
the level of education is quite low because there are a lot 
of children or young people who must study, and there 
are not enough schools or teachers.  The same happens 
with health; hospitals aren't capable of giving attention to 
all the people who need it, so there are a lot of diseases.  
 The most significant effect of overpopulation in 
Mexico is the high level of pollution.  Because a great 
number of people must go by car to their jobs at the 
same time, amazing traffic jams are caused.  This, 
together with the noise caused by cars and people, 
causes a great amount of pollution.  Also, every day 
people generate a lot of trash, and this pollutes both 
water and ground.  
 All the effects of over population that I have said 
make a cycle.  For example, pollution causes diseases, 
and these diseases can't be attended because of the 
insufficient hospitals.  That's why I think that we must find 
a way to organize all the people who live in this country, 
so we could live in a better environment and have a 
better quality of life.  We must also learn to take care of 
the natural resources and think of those who are 
coming.  If we don't stop spending our resources and 
polluting, the next generations will have a huge problem.  
Finally, I think that Mexico needs to generate more 
sources of jobs, so everybody can work and satisfy their 
needs. 
  

 THE DANGERS OF TELEVISION  
 by Harriet B. Fuller (U.S.A.)  

 [A] When television was first introduced into American 
society thirty years ago, writers and social scientists thought 
that this new invention would better American life. ñTelevision is 
going to bring American families closer together, ñ predicted 
psychologist Joel Gold in 1949. Pictures which advertised 
television in the 1950s invariably showed a happy family 
gathered together in the living room, sharing the TV viewing 
experience. Who could have guessed that a quarter of a 
century later Mother would be in the kitchen watching a 
daytime drama, Dad would be in the living room watching a ball 
game, and the children would be watching cartoons in their 
bedrooms? 

  

[B] Television has certainly changed American life, but not 
the way the first critics predicted. The first televisions were 
enormously expensive, so most families owned only one. By 
1975, however, 60% of American families owned two 
televisions or more; some middle class families had as many as 
five television sets under one roof. Such multi-set families may 
keep family members in the same house, but that hardly brings 
them ñtogether.ò In fact, family outings ï hiking, going to the 
movies, going out to dinner ï are often limited by TV because 
one or more family members donôt want to go: ñIôll miss my 
program, ñ is the common complaint.  
  
[C] Perhaps more important than the lack of family outings 
is the destructions of family time together at home. Social 
scientists in the 1950s could not have realized how much 
television Americans would watch in the 1980s; the average 
American watches 6 hours of TV a day. That leaves little time 
for the special family characteristics and traditions that used to 
be formed during long evenings together. The time devoted to 
games, songs, and hobbies ï all shared activities ï in the years 
before TV is now dominated by ñthe tube.ò And especially 
damaging to family relationships is the elimination of the 
opportunities for talking: chatting, arguing, discussing. Without 
such communication, family life disintegrates.  
  
[D] Domination is the key word. Families in America today 

schedule their lives around the television. Children rush home 
from school to watch their programs while they do their 
homework. Mother shops between her special programs. The 
ski slopes are nearly empty on Super-bowl Sunday; football on 
TV takes precedence. The family may even eat meals in front 
of the television. Moreover, television is used as a baby-sitter; 
small children nationwide spend countless hours in front of the 
TV, passively ingesting whatever flashes before their eyes. 
Addiction of some sort inevitable follows; TV becomes a 
necessary part of life, and receiving a television for his own 
room becomes the wish of most children. Moreover, parents 
use the television as a source of reward and punishment: ñIf 
you mow the lawn, you can watch TV an extra hour tonight,ò or 
ñNo TV for you. You didnôt do your homework.ò Ultimately, 
lifestyles revolve around a regular schedule of eating, sleeping, 
and watching television.  
  
[E] Isnôt there a better family life than this dismal, 
mechanized arrangement? According to social scientist Mary 
Helen Thuente, ñThe quality of life is diminished as family ties 
grow weaker, as childrenôs lives grow more and more separate 
from their parents, as the opportunities for living and sharing 
within a family are eliminated.ò Indeed, if the family does not 
accumulate shared experiences, it is not likely to survive. 
Consequently, if parents and children alike do not change their 
priorities, television will continue to exert its influence on 
American family life as baby-sitter, pacifier, teacher, role model, 
and supplier of mores and morals, thus supplanting the place of 
the family in society.  
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 Effects of Computers on Higher Education  
People have always created convenience to 

make life easier. One such modern invention is the 
computer, which has improved many aspects of our 
lives. One example is in the field of education. Because 
of computer technology, higher education today has 
three major conveniences: lecture variety, easy 
research, and time-saving writing. 

One important effect of computer technology on 
higher education is the availability of lectures. As a result 
of the development of computer networks, we can 
access lectures from many universities in real time. We 
are now able to sit down in front of a digital screens and 
listen to a lecture being given at another university. In 
addition, by utilizing interactive media, we can question 
the lecture and exchange opinions with other students 
via emails. Such computerized lectures give us access to 
knowledge that previously we didnôt have. For this 
reason, we can learn from professors in specialized 
fields, regardless of where they are teaching. 
 The development of computers also makes it 
possible for us to have access to  more information via 
the Internet and database. Consequently, when we 
research a topic, we donôt necessarily have to go to the 
library to find information because they computer has 
many resources. It is easy to use the Internet and 
database since all we have to do is type in a few key 
words and wait a few moments. In addition, we can do 
this research at home, making it convenient for busy 
students. 
 One more effect of computer technology on 
higher education is time-saving writing techniques. Email 
assignments are becoming more common at universities. 
As a result, the assignments are much quicker and 
easier to finish than before. When it is time to hand in our 
assigned papers or homework, we simply send them via 
email to our professors. This method is beneficial for 
students and convenient for teachers, who wonôt risk 
losing their studentsô work in a mountain of papers. 
Another time-saving device is the word processor. 
Because of improved word-processing programs, we 
have the added benefit of spell-checking programs. If we 
type a grammatically incorrect sentence, one of these 
programs highlights the incorrect parts of the sentence 
and corrects them. In addition, without using a dictionary, 
we can writer papers that have no spelling mistakes. As 
a result of these two functions, email and word-
processing, both teachers and students can save a great 
deal of time. 
 To summarize, computer technology has three 
main positive effects on higher education: lecture variety, 
easy research, and time-saving writing. Because of the 
advent of computers in education, we can advance our 
knowledge and save precious time. Academic life will 
never be the same! 
  

  
Nowadays it is very common for mothers 

to work outside the home. Whether a woman 
should stay at home or join the work force is 
debated by many people. Some argue that the 
family, especially small children, may be 
neglected. The fact is, however, that many 
women need to work because of economic 
reasons or want to work to maintain a career. I 
believe that every mother has the right to work, 
and the decision to work should be one that a 
woman makes on her own. But first she should 
carefully consider the many problems that affect 
mothers who work. 

The major problems a working mother 
faces concern her children. She must either find 
a reliable person who will be loving toward the 
children or a good day-care center where the 
children can go. If a child gets sick, the mother 
must make special arrangements for the child to 
be cared for at home, or she must stay home 
from work. While at work the mother may worry 
about her children. She may wonder if they are 
safe, if they are learning the values she wants 
them to have, and if her absence is hurting them 
emotionally. She may also regret not being able 
to take them to after-school activities or 
participate in family activities with them. 

Even though a mother is frequently 
forced into working for economic reasons, she 
soon discovers that there added expenses. Her 
biggest expense is child care. Another expense 
is transportation. This may include purchasing 
and maintaining a car. Yet another expense is 
clothing, such as a uniform or stylish suits to 
maintain a professional appearance. Finally, if 
her company does not have a subsidized 
cafeteria, she will have to pay for food in 
restaurants. 

After a mother takes into account all of 
her situation, she must decide if  a job is worth it. 
I believe that even though she faces major 
obstacles, these obstacles are not 
insurmountable. Many mothers do work and 
manage a family very successfully. In 
conclusion, it is a womanôs right to make this 
choice, and only the women herself should 
decide this matter. 
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The Changing American Family  
 
The family is important to people all over the world although the structure of the family is quite different 

from one country to another. In the United States, as in many countries in the world, the family is changing. A 
generation or two ago, the traditional family, in which the father was boss, was customary. Now, the modern 
family, in which both the father and the mother are equal partners, is more common. Although there are several 
similarities between the traditional and the modern family, there are also some very important differences. 

 
The traditional family of yesterday and the modern family of today have several similarities. The 

traditional family was a nuclear family, and the modern family is, too. The role of the father in the traditional 
family was to provide for his family. Similarly, the father in the modern family is expected to do so, also. The 
mother in the traditional family took care of the childrenôs physical and emotional needs  just as the modern 
mother does. 

 
On the other hand, there are some great differences between the traditional family and the modern 

family. The first important difference is in the manôs role. The traditional husband was the head of the household 
because he was the only one who worked outside the home. If the wife worked for pay, then the husband was 
not considered a good provider. In many families today, both husband and wife work for pay. Therefore, they 
share the role of head of household. In addition, the traditional husband usually made the big decision about 
spending money. However, the modern husband shares these decisions with his working wife. Also, the 
traditional husband did not help his wife with the housework or meal preparation. Dinner was ready when he 
came home. In contrast, the modern husband helps in working wife at home. He may do some of the household 
jobs, and it is not unusual for him to cook.  

 
The second difference is in the womanôs role. In the traditional family, the woman may have worked for 

pay during her first years of marriage. However, after she became pregnant, she would usually quit her job. Her 
primary role was to take care of her family and home. In contrast, in many families today, the modern woman 
works outside the home even after she has children. She is doing two jobs instead of one, so she is busier than 
the traditional mother was. The traditional wife learned to live within  her husbandôs income. On the other hand, 
the modern wife does not have to because the family has two incomes. 

 
The final difference is in the role of the children. In the traditional family, the children were taken care of 

by the mother because she did not work outside the home. However, today preschool children may go to a child 
care center or to a babysitter regularly because the mother works. The school-age children of a traditional family 
were more dependent. Their mother was there to help them to get ready for school and to make their breakfast. 
In contrast, modern children are more independent. They have to get up early in the morning and get ready for 
school. Their mother is busy getting ready for work, so they may even have to make their own breakfast. 

 
In conclusion, the American family of today is different from the family of fifty years ago. In the modern 

family, the roles of the father, mother, and children have changed as more and more women work outside the 
home. The next century may bring more important changes to the American family structure. It should be 
interesting to see. 
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The School Uniform Question  

 
 Individualism is a fundamental value in the United States. All Americans believe in the right to 
express  their own opinion without fear of punishment. This value, however, is coming under fire in an 
unlikely place ï the public school classroom. The issue is about school uniform. Should public school 
students be allowed to make individual decisions about clothing, or should all students be required to wear 
a uniform? School uniforms are the better choice for three reasons. 
  

First, wearing school uniforms would help make students lives simpler. They would no longer have 
to decide what to wear every morning, sometimes trying on outfit after outfit in an effort to chose. Uniforms 
would not only save time but also would eliminate the stress often associated with this chore. 
  

Second, school uniforms influence students to act responsibly in groups and as individuals. 
Uniforms give students he message that school is a special place for learning. In addition, uniforms create 
a feeling of unity among students. For example, when students do something as a group, such as attend 
meetings in the auditorium or eat lunch  in the cafeteria, the fact that they all wear the same uniform would 
create a sense of community. Even more important, statistics show the possible effects that school 
uniforms have on violence and truancy. According to a recent survey in Hillsborough County, Florida, 
incidents of school violence dropped by 50 percent, attendance and test scores improved, and student 
suspensions declined approximately 30 percent after school uniforms were introduced. 
  

Finally, school uniforms would help make all the students feel equal. Peopleôs standards of   living 
differ greatly, and some people are well-off while others are not. People sometimes forgets that school is a 
place to get an education, not to promote a ñfashion showò. Implementing mandatory school uniforms would 
make all the students look the same regardless of their financial status. School uniforms would promote 
pride and help to raise the self-esteem of students who cannot afford to wear stylish clothing. 
  

Opponents of mandatory uniforms say that students who wear school uniforms cannot express their 
individuality. This point has some merit on the surface. However, as stated previously, school is a place to 
learn, not to flaunt wealth and fashion. Society must decide if individual expression through clothing is more 
valuable than improved educational performance. Itôs important to remember that school uniforms would be 
worn only during school hours. Students can express their  individuality in the way they dress outside of the 
classroom.  
  

In conclusion, there are many well-documented benefits to implementing mandatory school 
uniforms for students. Studies show that students learn better and act more responsibly when they wear 
uniforms. Public schools should require uniforms in order to benefit both the students and society as well. 
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CLASSROOM TEST ONE 
TASK ONE 
Study the following paragraphs carefully. Then identify the TOPIC SENTENCE and the sentence which DOES 
NOT BELONG in the paragraph. 
 
1-The campus in summer seems a more relaxed place than in the fall. Fewer people are about, and the gardener 
works slowly in the heat.  Over by the classrooms, several workmen hammer and saw without much energy.  Next to 
the library, even the fountains seem smaller and quieter. Two hundred marathon runners came jogging rapidly past 
at that moment.  It feels as if vacation time is here already. 
Topic sentence: 
 
 
Irrelevant sentence(s):   
 
 
 
2-Making fish ice cream is easy if you follow a few simple directions. First, cut or grind a white fish into small bits.   
After mixing it with the usual ingredients, such as sugar and cream, put everything into an ice-cream maker.  It takes 
longer to solidify than other ice creams.  However, when you finish, you have a delightfully surprising dessert.  Fish 
ice cream is really cheap to make. 
Topic sentence: 
 
 
Irrelevant sentence(s):   
 
 
 
 
3-People usually travel for their pleasure. However, visitors to Japan inevitably meet with many problems during 
their stay. Tourists find that social customs are different.  For example, on meeting someone, the Japanese usually 
bow slightly, even if they shake hands too.  Traffic rules may also be confusing, for cars drive on the left, while in 
many countries right-side drive is the custom.  England, as well, has this kind of problem.  The biggest problem, of 
course, is the difference in language: You can't translate word for word.   So, if you want to enjoy Japan, you should 
be prepared in advance to meet these difficulties. 
Topic sentence: 
 
 
Irrelevant sentence(s):   
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4-There's nothing like a commercial to ruin an evening's TV entertainment.  Before a show even starts, two or three 
commercials begin the viewing. Then as the action builds and tension mounts, another two or three minutes of ads 
break the mood.  And some TV shows are still very good at setting the mood.  At the end of the show, the announcer 
says, "We'll be right back," but it's just a trick to get you to stay tuned for still more advertisements.  The program is 
really already over. 
Topic sentence: 
 
 
 
Irrelevant sentence(s):   
5-Our trip to San Francisco was not very exciting. When we arrived at the Golden Gate Bridge, a traffic jam had 
blocked the entrance. Then a man, screaming, jumped off the bridge. We had to wait in line for hours. By the time 
we crossed the bridge, the fog had rolled in and spoiled the view. We could barely make out the nearest cables. 
Maybe next time we'll actually get to see the city. 

 

Topic sentence: 
 
 
Irrelevant sentence(s):   
 
 
TASK TWO 
²ǊƛǘŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘΥ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


