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 COMPARISON ESSAYS  

(Discussing the Similarities only!) 

 

 THE OUTLINE FORMAT   

 

Introduction:  
- Background information:  

+ mention the entities you are going to  
compare. 

 + summarize some of the contrasting  
(different) points. 

- Thesis statement:  
 mention the similarities.  
 
Body:  
 
Paragraph 1: 
Topic sentence 1: the first similarity  
 + mention the first entity (give examples) 
 + use a ñcomparingò transitional device:  
similarly, likewise, likeé, also, this can also be 
found in é,in the same way as é., Aéis also just 
as é.as éB.  
 + mention the second entity (give examples) 
 
Paragraph 2: 
Topic sentence 2: the second similarity  
 
Paragraph 3: 
Topic sentence 3: the third similarity  
 
Conclusion:  
- Restate the similarities  
- Give your comments or say what you have learnt 
from the similarities. 
 
Example: 
Topic:    
Comparisons of two persons of your acquaintance  
 
Outlining  
Introduction: - My husband is Marshall  

- Jodi, who had been a family secret 
over thirty years, is my husbandôs  
half-sister. 
- Although my husband and his 
sister have only known each other 
for two years, they share 
mannerisms and personalities. 

 
 
 

Body  
Paragraph 1:  
Many of Marshallôs mannerisms are the same as 
Jodiôs. 

+ When they speak, they both gain attention 
by using hands and bodies to help express 
themselves. 

+ Both of them show confidence and ability 
to control. 
 
Paragraph 2:   
The most obvious comparison between Marshall 
and Jodi is their personalities. 
 + They are both well-known for their wits, 
their pranks. 
 + They are funny, outgoing and energetic. 
 
Conclusion:   
- After observing Marshall and Jodi for the past two 
years, their similarities are remarkable.  
- The influence of genetics is unmistakable and 
amazing. 
 
The whole essay: 
 

Marshall and Jodi: Nature versus Nurture. 
 

Recently, my husband, Marshall, discovered 
that he had a half-sister named Jodi, who had been 
a family secret over thirty years, was born and 
raised in Ohio. After Jodi was introduced to the 
family, she decided to move with her three children 
to our hometown so she could get to know her 
father and half-sister siblings. Although my 
husband and his sister have only known each 
other for two years, they share mannerisms and 
personalities.   
 
 Many of Marshallôs mannerisms are the 
same as Jodiôs. For example, when Marshall 
speaks, he gains attention by using his hands and 
body to express himself. Marshall, also has certain 
facial expressions that I catch at a certain moment. 
Another of Marshallôs mannerisms is his confidence 
and control in his movements. When Marshall 
enters a room, he has a certain boldness about him 
and exudes confidence. Jodi shows these same 
traits. For instance, when Jodi speaks or wants to 
emphasize something, she, has a devilish grin as if 
she is up to some mischief-the same expression I 
see on Marshallôs face. In the same way as 
Marshall, Jodi moves with a confident and carefree 
attitude. When they enter a room, everyone knows 
it. They would make great politicians or evangelists 
because they would have no problem gaining 
millions of followers.  
     
  
 
 



The most obvious comparison between 
Marshall and Jodi is their personalities. Marshall 
is known for his wit. He can be so funny at times 
that is great entertainment. He is also known for his 
pranks. Everyone in the Jones family knows to be 
aware. For example, he will call his two sisters and 
mother on the phone and disguise his voice as an 
irritating or irrational  person. Furthermore, he has 
an outgoing, energetic disposition. He seems to 
know somebody everywhere he goes. One time on 
a cruise to the Bahamas, he ran into an old friend. I 
am convinced he could go halfway around the world 
and see someone he knows. Jodi can be just as 
witty as Marshall. She also pulls pranks on family 
and friends. One time at a barbecue Jodi left an old, 
gross-looking can of  baked beans on the counter 
for me to find. She knows how important cleanliness 
is to me. When I gasped, ñWhat are these for?ò she 
said, ñ To bake tonight for diner.ò Jodi is also just as 
outgoing as her half-brother. In the past two years I 
have noticed that she has more friends and knows 
more people than I do, and I was born and raised in 
Florida. When Marshall and Jodi are together, there 
is never a dull moment.  

 
After observing Marshall and Jodi for the 

past two years, their similarities are remarkable. My 
husband is more like his half-sister than his full 
siblings. The influence of genetics is unmistakable 
and amazing.  

  
    
Not As Different As You Think  
 
All countries in the world are unique. They 

are different from one another in location, size, 
culture, government, climate, and lifestyles. 
However, many countries share similarities. Some 
may think that because Brazil and the United States 
are in different hemisphere, these two nations have 
nothing in common. On the contrary, they share 
many similarities. 

 
One important similarity is their size. Both 

Brazil and the United States are large countries. 
Brazil covers almost half of the South American 
continent. Few Brazilians can say that they have 
traveled extensively within its borders. Because of 
Brazilôs large size, its weather varies greatly from 
one area to another. Like Brazil, the United States 
takes up a significant portion of its continent (North 
America), so most Americans have visited only a 
few of the fifty states. In addition, the United States 
has a wide range of climates. While the Northeast is 
experiencing snowstorms, cities like Miami, Florida, 
can have temperatures over 85 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 
Another similarity between Brazil and the 

United States is the diversity of ethnic groups. Brazil 
was colonies by Europeans, and its culture has 

been greatly influenced by this fact. However, the 
identity of the Brazilian people is not solely a 
product of Western civilization. Brazil is a ñmelting 
potò of many ethnic groups that immigrated there 
and mixed with the native people. The United States 
also has a diversity of ethnic  representing the early 
colonists from northern Europe as well as groups 
from Africa, the Mediterranean, Asia, and South 
America. The Mixture of cultures and customs has 
worked to form ethnically rich cultures in both 
countries. 

 
Finally, individualism is an important value 

for both Brazilians and Americans. Brazil works hard 
to defend the concept of freedom of choice. Citizens 
believe that they have the right to do and be 
whatever they desire as long as they donôt hurt 
others. Individualism and freedom of choice also 
exits in the United States, where freedom is perhaps 
the highest value of the people. Some may believe 
that the desire for individual expression is divisive 
and can make a country weak. However, the ability 
of people to be whatever they want makes both 
countries strong. 

 
Although Brazil and the United States are 

unique countries, there are remarkable similarities in 
their size, ethnic groups, and personal values. 
Some people tend to believe that their culture and 
country are without equal. Nevertheless, it is 
important to remember that people as a whole have 
more in common than they generally think they do. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CONTRAST ESSAYS  

(Discussing the Differences  only!) 

 

 THE OUTLINE FORMAT   

 
Just make an opposite of the comparisonôs 

format! While in a comparison essay, similarities are 
discussed, in a contrast essay, differences are to be 
talked about.  
 

[Transitional devices: On the contrary, On 
the other hand, In contrast, Unlike A, To an opposite 
extent, However, Nevertheless, Otherwise, etc]  
 
Example:  

 
Topic:    Education in the East and the West.  

Outlining  
 

Introduction:  
- Because I have studied in both The USA and  
Taiwan, I have seen several areas in which  
education in Taiwan and education in the United  
States are different. 
 
Body  
 

Paragraph 1:  
Studentsô expectation in the classroom in Taiwan 
are different from those in the United States. 

+ In Taiwan, students are quieter and 
participate less in class.   
+ In the United States, students are 
encouraged to ask questions, express their 
own opinions, and think for themselves. 

   
Paragraph 2:   
There is a great disparity in the educational goals of 
Taiwanese and American schools. 

+ Taiwanese culture puts a strong emphasis 
on university admission because getting into 
the right university can guarantee future 
success. 
+ The goals of the American educational 
system include teaching students how to 
learn and helping them reach their 
maximum potential. 

 
Paragraph 3:  
The last obvious difference between the two  
countriesô educational systems is the role of 
extracurricular activities such as sports programs  
and special interest clubs. 

+ The real focus of every Taiwanese school 
is passing the university admission exam. 
+ American educational institutions consider 
the development of social and interpersonal 
skills as important as the development of 
intellectual skills. 

    
Conclusion:   
- Although Taiwan and the United States have 
different educational systems, both countries have 
the same ultimate goals: to educate their citizens as 
well as they can.  
 
The whole essay: 

 
Education in the East and the West  
 
American have often asked me why I came 

from Taiwan to study in the united States. They 
expect me to say something like ñto learn Englishò. 
However, to me, coming here to study involves 
more than just learning English. It involves an 
opportunity to experience a completely different 
educational system. Because I have studied in 
both countries, I have seen several areas in 
which education in Taiwan and education in the 
United States are different. 

 
Studentsô expectations in the classroom 

in Taiwan are different from those in the United 
States. Generally speaking, Taiwanese students 
are quieter and participate less in class. They are 
not encouraged to express their ideas unless asked. 
They are taught that asking teachers a question is 
seen as a challenge to the teacherôs authority. 
There is little emphasis on developing student 
creative and thinking skills. Students are expected 
to memorize everything they are assigned. 
However, in the United States the curriculum 
emphasizes individual thinking, group discussion, 
and self-expression. Unlike their Taiwan 
counterparts, American students are encouraged to 
ask questions, express their own opinions, and think 
of themselves. 

 
In addition, there is a great disparity in 

the educational goals of Taiwanese and 
American schools. After twelve years of 
compulsory education. Taiwanese students have to 
pass an entrance exam in order to get into a 
university. The higher students score on this test, 
the better the university they can enter. Taiwanese 
culture puts a strong emphasis on university 
admission because getting into the right university 
can guarantee future success. As a result, schools 
often ñteach to the testò instead of providing more 
moral, social, and physical education. In contrast, 
the goals of the American educational system 
include teaching students how to learn and helping 
them reach their maximum potential. American 
teachers give their students the freedom to think 
and solve problems on their own; they do not merely 
prepare students to answer questions for an 
entrance exam. 

 
 



The last obvious difference between the 
two countriesô educational systems is the role of 
extracurricular activities such as sports 
programs and special interest clubs. Even 
though every Taiwanese school claims that it pays 
equal attention to moral, intellectual, and physical 
education, the real focus is on passing the university 
admission exam. Little emphasis is placed on 
activities outside of the classroom. Teachers can 
even borrow time from extracurricular activities to 
give students more practice in the areas where they 
have weaknesses. On the other hand, American 
educational institutions consider the development of 
social and interpersonal skills as important as the 
development of intellectual skills . It is believed that 
by participating in these outside activities, students 
can demonstrate their special talents, level of 
maturity, and leadership qualities. 

 
Education is vital to everyoneôs future 

success. While it may take ten years to grow a tree, 
a sound educational system may take twice as long 
as to take root. Although Taiwan and the United 
States have different educational systems, both 
countries have the same ultimate goal: to educate 
their citizens as well as they can. This goal can be 
reached only if people take advantage of all the 
educational opportunities given to them. That is why 
I came to the United States to study, grow and 
become a better person. 

 

COMPARISION/CONTRAST ESSAYS  

(Discussing both the Similarities and  

the Differences ) 

There are two formats of this type:  
If you get more similarities than differences, 
apply the S-D-D format.  
If you get more differences than similarities, 
apply the D-S-S format.  
 

NOTES FOR THE S-D-D FORMAT (for the D-S-S, 
just make an opposite!) 
 
Introduction:  
- Background information:    

+ mention the two entities 
+ mention both similarities and differences.  

- Thesis statement:  
 declare clearly that you are to focus on the  

differences.  
 [One way to do is to use a subordinate 
clause to summarize the similarities followed by an 
independent clause in which you present the 
differences.  

e.g.  Although there are several 
similarities between the traditional and the modern 
family, there are also some very important 
differences. 

While Myakka River and Hillsborough River 
State Parks have much in common, they differ in 
size and topography.]  

  
Body:   
Paragraph 1:  
Topic sentence 1:  mention the similarities. 

(List several similarities in this paragraph!) 
Paragraph 2:  
- Transitional sentence  

[ Begin the transitional sentence with a 
transitional device.  

e.g. :  On the contrary, we can see a lot of 
differences é.. / However, It is easy to recognize 
that these two édiffer from each other in several 
aspects. / On the other hand, the two é..differ from 
each other in é.,é.,é . ] 
- Topic sentence:  the first difference  

e.g. On the other hand, there are some 
great differences between the traditional family and 
the modern family The first important difference is in 
the manôs role]  
Paragraph 3:  
- Topic sentence:  the second difference. 
 
Conclusion:   

- mention again both similarities and 
differences. 

- say clearly that the differences are more 
important. 

- give your own remarks, opinions. (not 
always necessary!) 
 
Example:  
 
Topic:    The Changing American Family  
Outlining  
 
Introduction:   

- A generation or two ago, the traditional 
family, in which the father was boss, was 
customary.  

- Now, the modern family, in which both the 
father and the mother are equal partners, is more 
common.  

- Although there are several similarities 
between the traditional and the modern family, there 
are also some very important differences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Body:  
 
Paragraph 1:  The traditional family of yesterday 
and the modern family of today have several 
similarities.  

- The traditional family was a nuclear family, 
and the modern family is, too.  
- The role of the father in both the traditional 
and modern families was to provide for his 
family.  
- The mother in the traditional family took 
care of the childrenôs physical and emotional 
needs  just as the modern mother does. 

Paragraph 2: On the other hand, there are some 
great differences between the traditional family and 
the modern family.  

The first important difference is in 
the manôs role.  

- The traditional husband was the head of 
the household.  
- In modern family, both husband and wife 
share the role of head of household.  
- The traditional husband did not help his 
wife with the housework or meal 
preparation.  
- The modern husband helps in working wife 
at home.  

 
Paragraph 3: The second difference is in the 
womanôs role.  

- In the traditional family, the woman may 
have worked for pay during her first years of 
marriage.  
- In many families today, the modern woman 
works outside the home even after she has 
children.  

 
Paragraph 4:  The final difference is in the role of 
the children.  

- In the traditional family, the children were 
taken care of by the mother because she did 
not work outside the home.  
- Today preschool children may go to a child 
care center or to a babysitter regularly 
because the mother works.  

 
Conclusion:  -The American family of today is 
different from the family of fifty years ago.  

- The next century may bring more important 
changes to the American family structure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Changing American Family  
 
The family is important to people all over the 

world although the structure of the family is quite 
different from one country to another. In the United 
States, as in many countries in the world, the family 
is changing. A generation or two ago, the traditional 
family, in which the father was boss, was 
customary. Now, the modern family, in which both 
the father and the mother are equal partners, is 
more common. Although there are several 
similarities between the traditional and the modern 
family, there are also some very important 
differences. 

 
The traditional family of yesterday and the 

modern family of today have several similarities. 
The traditional family was a nuclear family, and the 
modern family is, too. The role of the father in the 
traditional family was to provide for his family. 
Similarly, the father in the modern family is expected 
to do so, also. The mother in the traditional family 
took care of the childrenôs physical and emotional 
needs  just as the modern mother does. 

 
On the other hand, there are some great 

differences between the traditional family and the 
modern family. The first important difference is in 
the manôs role. The traditional husband was the 
head of the household because he was the only one 
who worked outside the home. If the wife worked for 
pay, then the husband was not considered a good 
provider. In many families today, both husband and 
wife work for pay. Therefore, they share the role of 
head of household. In addition, the traditional 
husband usually made the big decision about 
spending money. However, the modern husband 
shares these decisions with his working wife. Also, 
the traditional husband did not help his wife with the 
housework or meal preparation. Dinner was ready 
when he came home. In contrast, the modern 
husband helps in working wife at home. He may do 
some of the household jobs, and it is not unusual for 
him to cook.  

 
The second difference is in the womanôs 

role. In the traditional family, the woman may have 
worked for pay during her first years of marriage. 
However, after she became pregnant, she would 
usually quit her job. Her primary role was to take 
care of her family and home. In contrast, in many 
families today, the modern woman works outside 
the home even after she has children. She is doing 
two jobs instead of one, so she is busier than the 
traditional mother was. The traditional wife learned 
to live within  her husbandôs income. On the other 
hand, the modern wife does not have to because 
the family has two incomes. 

 



The final difference is in the role of the 
children. In the traditional family, the children were 
taken care of by the mother because she did not 
work outside the home. However, today preschool 
children may go to a child care center or to a 
babysitter regularly because the mother works. The 
school-age children of a traditional family were more 
dependent. Their mother was there to help them to 
get ready for school and to make their breakfast. In 
contrast, modern children are more independent. 
They have to get up early in the morning and get 
ready for school. Their mother is busy getting ready 
for work, so they may even have to make their own 
breakfast. 

 
In conclusion, the American family of today 

is different from the family of fifty years ago. In the 
modern family, the roles of the father, mother, and 
children have changed as more and more women 
work outside the home. The next century may bring 
more important changes to the American family 
structure. It should be interesting to see. 
 
Given topics for your own essays 

 
1- Write an essay comparing and contrasting the 
city dwellers and the country dwellers  
 
2- Choose two people of your acquaintance; write 
an essay about their similarities and differences. 
(Donôt write about two of your teachers at the 
University of Dalat!) 
 
3- Have you ever visited a place you had left a long 
time ago and found it had changed considerably? 
Write an essay comparing and contrasting the ñway 
it wasò with the ñway it is nowò. Try to formulate a 
controlling idea about the change. Have things 
changed for the better? The worse? 
 
4- Write an essay comparing-contrasting your 
parentsô attitude toward something with your attitude 
toward it. 
 
5-Write an essay comparing or contrasting two 
cities. 
 
6-Write an essay comparing or contrasting two 
famous persons (film stars, singers, sports players, 
politicians, scientists, etc,)  
 
7- Write an essay comparing-contrasting two 
products. You may choose two cars, two cameras, 
two stereo systems, two motorcycles, two mobiles, 
etc. 
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COMPARISION/CONTRAST ESSAYS 

 
A Comparison or Contrast essay is an essay 

in which you either compare something or contrast 
something.  A comparison essay is an essay in 
which you emphasize the similarities, and a 
contrast essay is an essay in which you emphasize 
the differences.  We use comparison and contrast 
thinking when deciding which university to attend, 
which car to buy, or whether to drive a car or take a 
bus or an airplane to a vacation site.  
 

In this section, two classic organizational 
patterns of a comparison or contrast essay will be 
discussed.  One is called block arrangement of ideas; 
the other is called point-by-point or alternating 
arrangement of ideas.   

Suppose you are interested in showing the 
differences between airplanes and helicopters.  You 
will then write a contrast composition. One way to 
arrange your material is to use the block arrangement 
which is to write about airplanes in one paragraph and 
helicopters in the next.  If you mention a particular 
point in the airplane paragraph, you must mention the 
same point in the helicopter paragraph, and in the 
same order.  Study the following outline, which shows 
this kind of organization. 
    

BLOCK ARRANGEMENT 
 
I. Introduction: 
You state your purpose which is to discuss differences 
between airplanes and helicopters 
 
II. Body: 
 
1. Paragraph 1:  Airplanes 
A.  Shape and design 
B.  Speed 
C.  Direction of takeoff and flight 
 
2. Paragraph 1:  Helicopters 
A.  Shape and design 
B.  Speed 
C.  Direction of takeoff and flight 
 
III. Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A second way to organize this material is to 
discuss a particular point about airplanes and then 
immediately discuss the same point about helicopters.  
This is called a point-by-point or alternating 
arrangement.  An outline of this organization follows. 

  POINT-BY-POINT  
or ALTERNATING ARRANGEMENT 

I. Introduction  
You state your purpose which is to discuss differences 
between airplanes and helicopters 
 
II. Body 
 
1. Paragraph 1: Differences between airplanes and 
helicopters in terms of shape and design 
     1.  Airplanes 
     2.  Helicopters 
2. Paragraph 2: Differences between airplanes and 
helicopters in terms of speed 
     1.  Airplanes 
     2.  Helicopters 
3. Paragraph 3: Differences between airplanes and 
helicopters in terms of direction of takeoff and flight 
     1.  Airplanes 
     2.  Helicopters 
 
III. Conclusion 
 
The Point-By-Point format is then recommended: 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Introduction 
Begin with a sentence that will catch the reader's 
interest. This might be a reason people find the topic 
interesting or important, or it might be statement about 
something the two subjects have in common. Review 
opening sentences in your English text for additional 
ideas. 
Then name the two subjects and say that they are very 
similar, very different or have many important (or 
interesting) similarities and differences. 
Body 
Paragraph 2 
Transitions beginning each paragraph are made by 
repeating ideas, phrases or words. Without transitions, 
the essay will sound choppy and disjointed. 
Discuss how both subjects compare on feature one. 
For each comparison, use compare/contrast cue 
words such as like, similar to, also, unlike, on the other 
hand. 
Be sure to include examples proving the similarities 
and/or differences exist. 
Paragraphs 3 - ? 
Transitions beginning each paragraph are made by 
repeating ideas, phrases or words. Without transitions, 
the essay will sound choppy and disjointed. 
Continue the pattern set in paragraph 2 discussing a 
new feature in each new paragraph. 
For each comparison, use compare/contrast cue 
words such as like, similar to, also, unlike, on the other 
hand. 
Be sure to include examples proving the similarities 
and/or differences exist. 
 



Conclusion 
In this paragraph, give a brief, general summary of the 
most important similarities and differences. 
End with a personal statement, a prediction or another 
snappy clincher. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Examples: 

The Differences Between Airplanes and 
Helicopters. Airplanes and helicopters are both important 
forms of air travel, but there are great differences 
between them.  

The first major difference between airplanes and 
helicopters is their shape and design.  Airplanes, for 
example, have long, slender bodies with wings while 
helicopters have round bodies and propellers rather than 
wings.   

Another difference between airplanes and 
helicopters is their speed.  Airplanes can travel extremely 
fast, reaching speeds of over 1,875 miles (3,000 
kilometers) per hour.  Helicopters, on the other hand are 
much slower than airplanes.  

The final difference between airplanes and 
helicopters is their direction of takeoff and flight.  
Airplanes take off horizontally and can move in a forward 
direction only.  They need a lot of space for takeoff and 
landing.  Airplanes regularly carry several hundred 
passengers.  Helicopters, however, take off vertically and 
can move in any direction.  Helicopters require a very 
small takeoff or landing space, and most helicopters carry 
only two to five passengers.   

Because of the great differences between 
airplanes and helicopters, each is used for a specific 
purpose.  Airplanes and helicopters, therefore, are both 
important forms of air travel. 

_________________________ 
 
Two Dads Are Better than One  
I've always envied people with only two parents.  

They never have to feel sorry for their real father because 
he is lonely, and they never have to feel they should care 
more about their stepfather because he is the one who 
has provided them with the necessities most of their lives.  
Since I have two fathers, I have known these feelings.  I 
know what it's like trying to decide which father I should 
care about more so that I could tell my friends the next 
time they asked.  It really should be a clear-cut decision.  
My two fathers are so different in everything that I should 
be able to look at these differences and decide.  

A major difference between the two is how 
responsible they are.  My stepfather has always had a 
steady job. He enjoys going to work each day and 
knowing that at the end of the week he'll get a paycheck.  
With this paycheck he pays bills, buys groceries, and 
makes sure we all have clothes to wear.  On the other 
hand, my father doesn't particularly care for steady jobs.  
He is a singer and has worked three or four nights a week 
in nightclubs most of his life.  With his money, he buys 
things like new guitars and amplifiers.  His idea of 
providing for us, as Mom tells me, is to send ten dollars a 
month, which is to be divided three ways.  He only does 
this, however, when he's out of state.   

Discipline is another major difference between 
my two fathers.  My stepfather, who can be very strict at 
times, believes that children should obey their parents, do 
what they are told when they are told to do it, and respect 
their elders.  My father, who was never disciplined 

himself, has quite different views.  He has always 
encouraged my brothers and me to rebel against rules, to 
ask why we had to do certain things, and to resent being 
made to do things we thought were stupid.  (Going to bed 
at ten was stupid.)  My mother always told us that our 
father only did this to cause trouble, but I'm not so sure 
about that.  Maybe he did, but then again maybe he 
thought going to bet at ten was stupid, too!  

Education is another big issue my stepfather is 
concerned about.  He believes, like many people, that to 
be able to succeed in life, one has to have a good 
education.  He always told us that he didn't want us to 
turn out like he did, a truck driver who had to be away 
from his family for weeks at a time.  He used to punish 
me and my brothers for making C's on our report cards. 
His theory is that a C is average, and his kids are not 
average.  I wouldn't place any money on that.  My father 
believes that an education is good to have, but one 
doesn't have to have it to survive.  He always says, "Look 
at me; I made it."  I don't think, however, that I would call 
sleeping in the back of a station wagon "making it."  

So here I have it.  All their differences down on 
paper, and I can look at them objectively and decide 
which father to love more, but it isn't that easy.  I love my 
father because he is just that, my natural father.  I respect 
him; I am obligated to him, and I want to make him proud 
of me.  Then there is my stepfather, whom I respect very 
much; whom I feel obligated to; whom I want to make 
proud of me; and, most important of all, whom I have 
grown to love as much as any child could possibly love a 
parent.  I guess I'll never really know which father I love 
more.  I don't see why I should have to love either more.  I 
think I'll just love both of them in almost equal amounts. 
(Waugh) 
  __________________ 

McDonald's and Fox's Diner are two of the 
restaurants in Lake City, Tennessee. But even though 
they both sell hamburgers in the same town, they don't 
have anything else in common. They cater to different 
types of customers, there is a noticeable difference in 
service speed, and every facet of doing business is 
handled differently. Even the atmosphere of these two 
places is in contrast.  

These two restaurants do not compete for the 
same customers. McDonald's is located just off the 
interstate, so many of their patrons are not local 
residents. Another reason is that they are universally 
known. Fox's is further away from the interstate. Aside 
from the over-the-road truck drivers who know the area, 
most of the Diner's customers are local residents. As well 
as targeting different customers from Fox's Diner, 
McDonald's also places more emphasis on speed. 
McDonald's makes job specialization an integral part of 
their operation. They crank meals out on an assembly 
line. They use computers to take orders, automatic timers 
to assist in cooking, and radio headsets to communicate. 
Even the color scheme used by McDonald's promotes 
speed. Studies show that loud colors like red and yellow 
increase customer turnover. With the exception of 
handling money, tasks are shared by the staff at the diner 
and there isn't anything high-tech about the operation.  

Fox's Diner is a world away from the bland, 
impersonal McDonald's just a few miles north. It sits on 
the right side of a two-lane highway leading into town. 
The Diner serves both as a truck stop and as the 
restaurant for a small motel next door. The parking lot 
looks vacant until about five in the morning because it is 



large enough to accommodate a dozen tractor trailers. 
Years of use have left potholes and a patchwork of 
asphalt that resembles a moth-eaten quilt.  

The diner itself is a doublewide  trailer set high 
on a five foot, cinderblock foundation. An aluminum 
awning extends outward about six feet along the front of 
the building. Underneath the awning, yellow fluorescent 
lights, which theoretically do not attract bugs, glow at 
night. They are mounted over a row of metal framed, 
screened-in windows. To reduce heating and air-
conditioning costs, as well as keep the interior floor clean, 
an entrance was built about fourteen years ago outside 
the original entrance. Concrete steps covered with brown 
patio turf lead to the front door. Walking inside is like 
traveling back in time twenty years.  

Trans Ams, Lucky Strikes, and eight-track tape 
players are some of the things that come to mind when 
walking in. The white tile floor is always clean; however, it 
has yellowed with age and feels rough under your shoes 
because it has never been waxed. A counter runs half the 
length of the diner. Even though the stools that sit in front 
of it aren't permanently attached to the floor, they still sit 
in the same places they were in thirty-five years ago. So 
over the years, the counter has been worn smooth by 
countless elbows. Four booths are at one end of the 
diner.  The benches are covered in green and brown 
plastic, and they surround yellow formica tables. A 
jukebox also sits there, usually playing an old song by 
George Jones or Willie Nelson. A blue haze of smoke 
hangs around the lights.  

A room has been added to the far end of the 
diner. It holds a cigarette machine and an old Donkey 
Kong Junior video game that hasn't been played in so 
long that the words "game over" are permanently etched 
into the picture tube. There are also two pinball machines 
that see slightly more use than the video game. Four 
machines labeled "for entertainment only" are where the 
money is made. They are video poker machines, and 
they draw truck drivers, housewives, and anyone else 
easily addicted to gambling the same way an Indian 
reservation casino does. People come in with rolls of 
quarters and grab a stool. They get that dull look in their 
eyes. Some smoke like a freight train while others light up 
and the cigarette never touches their lips again. It just 
rests between their fingers and burns down to the filter. 
The winners don't get excited. They just walk to the 
register and collect their money. But they are few and far 
between.  

The same people have worked here since before 
I was born. A lady named Millie runs the place. She has a 
poodle name Midnight. Originally, Midnight was black. But 
at almost twenty years old, he's as white as a snow drift. 
Even when he was young, he could be found curled up 
behind the candy-bar counter. Maybe that is the key to 
his longevity. Once a year, Millie goes to the beach for a 
week's vacation. This year she went to Myrtle Beach 
while it rained. Last year, a motel in Daytona put a five-
dollar charge on all the long distance credit calls she 
made. Her vacations are a big topic of conversation.  

The McDonald's in Lake City could be one of a 
million other franchises across the continent. Like many 
others, it is located just off the interstate. And like all the 
others, it has the same famous sign on two seventy-five 
foot, brown, steel poles that are in clear view for miles 
before encountering the interstate exit. The parking lot is 
well-thought-out and easy to navigate. There are no 
potholes here that could swallow a Minta. The asphalt 

gets an annual coat of sealant and large white arrows 
direct the flow of traffic. Concrete curving borders the 
pavement to prevent anyone from parking on the grass or 
the mulch where durable evergreens have been planted.  

Like thousands of other McDonald's across the 
country, this one has a playground to attract people with 
kids. It is surrounded by a wrought-iron fence to keep 
kidnappers out and children penned in. A two-story, 
plastic structure stands in the middle of the playground 
resembling some sort of alien architecture. It is made out 
of the same 50 percent consumer, recycled plastic that 
the roof tiles, trays, and happy meal toys are made of. 
This is "green marketing," designed to appeal to 
environmentally conscious customers.  

An automatic teller machine has been installed in 
the parking lot beside the playground. It belongs to 
Nation's Bank--a big multinational conglomerate just like 
Ronald McDonald. Not only does this machine make it 
easier to pay for a meal, it also gives a big bank the 
opportunity to charge one dollar for a service that is 
performed by a computer for less money than it could be 
performed by a bank employee.  

This McDonald's is as stereotypical on the 
interior as it is on the exterior. Instead of a jukebox, they 
have a television that is always tuned to the Country 
Music Channel. This gives the customers something to 
watch as well as listen to, so they aren't put into the 
awkward position of having to speak to one another. The 
Country Music Channel always features a new star, such 
as Ricky Lynn Gregg or Rick Travino. They sound like 
they are trying to have a hick accent. They don't sound 
like Johnny Cash or Willie Nelson; they sound like dime-
store cowboys. They are like formica countertops that 
attempt to look like wood.  

The latest video games are constantly stuffed 
through the arcade in the front of the restaurant. Instead 
of paying with cash, these pay off with tickets that can be 
traded for a coke or a box of cookies. Just keep feed the 
machines quarters, and eventually enough tickets will 
come out. The noise can be nerve-wracking, but very 
profitable.  

Like all their other restaurants, this one is 
redecorated every few years. Nothing is permanent here, 
what looks good today will be dated and trendy in three 
years. Consumption on this scale is conspicuous and 
gaudy, especially when McDonald's never fails to 
advertise their recycling program.  

But McDonald's can't be condemned for being 
successful. They have done a lot of things right. Since 
they're a franchise, everyone follows the same business 
plan. This lets the customer know exactly what to expect 
whenever he pulls into McDonald's. That is an advantage 
independent restaurants will have to live with.  

But Americans do not support small businesses 
the same way they once did. The famous arches that 
identify McDonald's are a catalyst that people respond to 
like dumb animals in a laboratory experiment. Instead, we 
should give the little guy a chance whenever possible. 
Even though we cannot always support small business, 
we should try if the produce is comparable and the price 
is competitive. A car or personal computer made by a 
small business wouldn't be a good investment. But a 
house built by an independent contractor would certainly 
compare favorably to a particle board house built by 
Clayton Homes. And Fox's Diner makes a better 
hamburger than the soybean sandwich McDonald's 
markets.  



SAMPLE OUTLINE FORMAT FOR A COMPARISON ESSAY 

 
Introduction:  
 - Mention the two entities you are making 
comparisons of. 
 - State the similarities. (Although they have a lot 
of differences, we can discover a lot of similarities 
between themé, Despite a lot of certain differences, 
these two éshare many meaningful similaritiesé.)  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Body: 
 
Paragraph 1:  The first similarity. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About A: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Transitional device:  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About B 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Concluding sentence: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Paragraph 2:  The second similarity. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About A: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Transitional device:  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About B 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Concluding sentence: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Paragraph 3:  The third similarity. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About A: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Transitional device:  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About B 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Concluding sentence: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Conclusion: 

 
Repeat the similarities in different words and structures. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Give your final thoughts or comments. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
   
 
 
 



SAMPLE OUTLINE FORMAT FOR A CONTRAST ESSAY 

 
Introduction:  
 - Mention the two entities you are making 
comparisons of. 
 - State the differences. (Although they have a lot 
of similarities, we can discover a lot of distinctions  
between themé, Despite sharing a lot of certain 
similarities, these two é.are clearly different in many 
ways. . . )  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Body: 
 
Paragraph 1:  The first difference. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About A: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Transitional device:  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About B 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Concluding sentence: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Paragraph 2:  The second difference. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About A: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Transitional device:  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About B 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Concluding sentence: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Paragraph 3:  The third difference. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About A: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Transitional device:  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About B 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Concluding sentence: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Repeat the differences in different words and structures. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Give your final thoughts or comments. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
 



SAMPLE OUTLINE FORMAT FOR A 

COMPARISON/CONTRAST ESSAY 

 
Introduction:  
 - Mention the two entities you are making 
comparisons of. 
 - Say that these two entities share BOTH 
similarities and differences. 

- Confirm that you will talk more about the 
differences (or similarities). 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Body: 
 
Paragraph 1:  Mention all the similarities.  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 

Paragraph 2: 

Transitional sentence: (Although they share a lot of 
similarities as discussed above, these two é.are also 
different from each other in the following ways.) 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Topic sentence of paragraph 2: Mention the first 
difference.  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About A: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Transitional device:  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About B 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Concluding sentence: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Paragraph 3:  The second difference. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About A: 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Transitional device:  
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
About B 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Concluding sentence: 
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Paragraph 4:  The third difference. 
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